SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
in a body of "living" tradition. The further to the
right does the Conservative power swing, the further
into the remote past does the ideology penetrate in its
search for traditional values. The future is a blank
sheet, in which the language of the past must be
gloriously rewritten. Indeed, opposition to change is
essentially based upon the values of traditional ex-
perience, and can be felt only in these terms. For,
divorced from the value elements of the past, the
mere economic and institutional structure of the
present can be viewed only as a set of mechanical
devices for the maintenance of the dominant class in
being, and not even the majority of Conservatives are
willing to see value in this alone. Power must be
embellished in a halo of traditional values. Naked
power is disliked by all but the dilettante. Change can
only be regarded as the investment of the existing
structure with new evaluative directions, which, as
such, cannot be felt by the Conservative mind.
To get away from the existing social frame of
reference, and thus to deepen our appreciation of the
time sense, which has great importance in connection
with the Soviet perspective, let us say something of the
time sense of the Egyptians and the ancient Greeks.
This will provide us, to some extent, with a synthetic
viewpoint from which the possible future of the
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